Primary malignant melanoma of the rectum.
The diagnosis of a primary rectal malignant melanoma has been the subject of considerable argument for many years, principally on the grounds that extension from a primary anal lesion was often impossible to exclude. This paper provides evidence that certain melanomas can be recognized as primary rectal tumours, not only from careful anatomical assessment of the site of the tumour, but also by showing that they arise on a background of benign melanocytic proliferation in the rectal mucosa. The clinical presentation of these lesions, their possible mechanism of origin and their treatment is discussed.